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Introd"uct ion

By I 'developed courr t r iesrr  in th is context  I  an essent ia l ly

thinJ<ing of rich, capitalist cou:rtries - in other word-s of the
(1)

oECl countries'.- 'They are today in a crisis of their or^n making.

The cr is is has two roots:  one in the internat ional  system, one

in the intra-nat ional  system - one global ,  one domest ic.  The

global  cr is is stems from the cfearcut d,ecis ion by Third- wor ld

cou:r t r ies no longer to serve as a per iphery or external  sector

of the economies of the oECD cor.rntries, but to internart-ze their

own cconomies, possibly even turning the cards the other way,
(p\

external- iz ing the OECI countr ie 'S1 And the domest ic cr is is has i ts

root in the web of phenornena that can be referred to as t 'niateri-al

nrrardorral  
'  

rmanf nOn-matef ja]-  Undor- lorrol  nnman*t t  -  in Othef WOfdSvLr\vr ' !Lr f" 'a2\--uvufvylrsr iu

as maldevelopment l '  Needless to say these two phenomena are re-

l -ated to each other,  and in. t le i r  wake fol l -ow such s;nnptoms as
(L)

human and social  pathologiedf 'c iv i l - izat ion d- iseases (cardio-vas*

cular di  seases, tutLors,  mental  d. iseascs) o cr ime and viol-ence in

general  ,  a lcohol ism, apathy,  suic id.e,  top hearry social  structu. les,

mi l i tar izat ion of  the societ ies and so on. The l is t  could be macle

much longer,  th is is only to suggest the topic to be d_iscassed.

Jt  shoul t l  a lso be emphasized that nany of  the domest ic problens

that only ten years ago would be at tenLpted solved through economic

means today are no longer solyable that r^ay ( ttrey were not ten

years ago ei ther,  for  that  matter) :  the money is no longer avai fabfe

due to the deter iorat ion of  the 'posi t j "on of  these countr ies in

the uortcL 
""onor".  

(5)
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As a resul t  of  th is,  in Northern Europe, and to some extent

in North America,  the two major pol i t ical  fcrces r ight  now seem

to be " the bfue wind-" and " the g:reen wave".  Whether in power

or not social d-emocracy has been the d-ominant trend for the

last  f i f ty  years or so.  Tts rrredrr  or  "rose" sol-ut ionr(sof t )

state control  over capi ta l is t  forces,  has led to a consid-erabfe

ernans' i  on of  the nrrhl  -e soetnr-  to a h ' l  ' rnt inr"  of  some class

contradict ions,  to a wel fare sLate s1'stem. At the same t ime

nreqn-a- in cnni . l -  format iOn and snn.Al  nnmnnqi l - i  On have l -ed- to

._"::1" ._ --" ,,)
a steady dccf ine in the s j -ze of  the t radi t ional  working cfass. \o

React ions against  that  sociaf  construct ion are now mount ing :

P-^- +L^ - j  -L+ 
. ] -1ro n- i  +. ;  ^r ,^ ^f  +he state as econnrn. i  c ar"ent -  theIMit  UffC Lru UM VMll lUg Vf UAUC aO r\  ( /  l , r ! ! l r

wea.rninr"  { -or  more r ie"ht  a.nd frer- .do.ns tn di  sn-rse cver economic"- ' . ) ,*
marnq fnn fha l?nr i  r r : l :pt t  - indirr idrrel  .  f rnm l-ho l -annoc rrqrre- l  l r r

t  
!v!  lvL v! ,  t

^-^ ' r ' r  F, ,*+1.^-  +n fha ' l  
^ f+ +h^ 

^r ish to on f .  l rFl^e- in the sameDll l@f ! .  IU UIISI UU UIIS . fu Ul lV laurr  uv :v !  a:  L-- !

direct ions.r i th more state and worker control ,  f rom the new green

nn- l  a s cano12- l  er i  t ' i  nr ie nf  iochnn.T2 cv r^rhal-hor r^^+^, .1 i  n c*c *a
| \ ,Vrs a <vr israr urrulqqs vr ur! rurv\roL,!  t  wr lgulrv l  IUvugu ! f  DU@ugt

^^- i  +- ' r  ^-  1^^ r1.-  
Of Cl ientel iSm c-d .^ncrrrnor i  sm. and SO On.V@I/!  UAI UI UV UlI t  vMlgl IUgLlDl l l  c l ru !Vf1-Ulrg! IDI l I t

Ab the same t ime most fabor part ies are probably spl i t  more or
' I  ess in a r  j  shl ,  ' ' : - -  -  r - ' r  ' -^  -^1o tha.t  srr f l rnathi  ses wi th theruor rrr  a r !6!r  u w!f f6 t  a uf  qY l rv!L u-ra u rJrr ly4 urfrD

nal- i* jnc ' l  r i th l  :nd in moon nnd, ral  f :n i - innq n--{ ia" ' lo- l - 'yvr !  u!v@r ! !6rr  u t  aarq *  rav urvlrr  s PaL uluuaJr rav

am^ntr  i  tc  . ,arr f l "  r f4a. 'a fh^ t r . .+. . ro nf  f .haca si :n l - .  n:r f . i  aq mr\ t4l l lv l !6 f  VJ svUuUlI .  
I l IuDt Ul lY f  UUUIL va urruuu 6fuiru } /u!  uru- . ' *J

easi ly be very s in i lar  to the present of  the great l - iLeraf  'oar-

f  ioc lhcl  nranar lpf l  them in ma.nv COUntI ieS :  a COnSCiCnCe Of

soc' i  etrr-  f t r r ther c^. .+h jn E\.rn^^ hi  o eommrrni  st  naf t iCS afe de-u.y. lL4wJlv lvtbvvxlul4

veloping rose, green and even blue poles -  so the cr is is is as

^ ^---^+-r  : ;^^^lr r . i  nrr  mr-)nl- ]_chrnm^+-i-  *--+- i^-  i '^rn snmoJ-.h. inrna urJ D u4r u rD 

-v+ 

vr LL JL.@ uau yor urg- f  t f  uv !  r , r ! !  vrrrrrb

( t \
more colourful .\ '  '
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The concern here.  however.  is  not wi th the future of

r-L^-.-  *a-. i - j  ^-  -  ^  ^. , -1."  L, .+ . . ;  +1^ fhe l i  Erht  fnr  hrrman and socialIdUU4I !A!  UIYD A- Dqvl f  ,  UUU wJ ul l  u lVI  l l

development.  l t  is  taken as axiomat ic that  b lue poles in the socio/

economic/pol- i t icaL forrnat ion based. on pr ivate corporat ions,  wi l t  by

and large be staLus quo or iented, and so wif l  most of  the protagonists

of  the rose sofut ion,  state control  over pr ivate corporat ions.  l , ihat

they wi l l  t ry to do wi l l -  be to sofve the problems as they appcar,  one

hrr nno- :nd thorr : ro: . l read\.r  r , toul  d iscowcrinrr  th: t  tharr  2-ral- , innincr nrr t

of  eenromi c-  sociaf  and hUman Cani ta. ' l  in f  -y;nr"  to do sn- I rcnco. OneI  L\  l lvv 

'

woul-d look towards the green l^/ave as an important caryrer, in its

f ioht  for  a. ' l tern-*t ' - '  - ' l i fe-  a.nd ^ro is ' l  od t - .n i ,ho nrrost ign;
- - -__- -- , - -4 

UIVU WAJD VI l . ! - r  t  rgd uU Ul lY U4Ur U

to whab extent is th is compat ib le wi th,  in contradict ion wi th,  or  in

outr ight  conf l ic t  wi th the c lass struggle of  ; r r ich the ]abour part ies

have been the organizers? Put in s imple tern; :  whal  is  the relat ion
/ , -  ^-  -  ^  \

betveen WOL (Way Of Li fe)  struggle and cfass strregle? f  an pubt ing

tho nrnhlem' i  n fhneo ianma h..+ afSO i-n SOme Other terms: What are

the possibi l  i t ies ol  a red/green al l - iance? The two ways of  put t ing i t

are not qui te ident ical  i f  one d-ef ines therrred- pole" of  the pol i t ical

spectru, . rL as an empha.sis on the state as acbor and the "green pclerras

:n omnh.aqiq nn the local  leVel  aS an actor.  One ma.v bc a.r : t i r re in the

"tu.ffielieving 
mrrch in the state as an economic

aal.or and rr i  
^o 

Ve'1.sz -  and one m2r '  be inferpstod in ch:ncnaq in ur:rr  nf! rL ws.y

l i fe without necessari ly l inking them to act ion at the locaf 1evel.

I  shal l  be playing on both sets of  concepts,  however,  t ry ing to ex-

plore the rel-at ions between them.

?. ( l l  a.ss strrrpncl  e v^-^-"^ I ' rn r  ^* * ' - - l -e:  an overviewu uruAF ru vYIDqD V!V! D UJ-4<<

No doubt we are deal ing here wi th two di f ferent

ntrrannnana arran f le611.c"h t , l .  cw rol  a. te tO the Samg Snci  otr .  -  rn:  Lrrro
'vvvl ] l 'ew4!v '

r :eni te l  i  s t  societ i  ^^ / - r  +r^^ ' - - t  -uch of  the same could be said alsou4yf u@rrr  u ovurs uf  gD 
\4r ufrv46lr  r l r

about mature state capi ta l is t  societ ies,  "social ist"  societ ies).
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' fh is is seen ve-ry c lear ly i f  o i -e engages in strabery

the six crucial  quest ions what?rwhy?rwho?r1"ow?rwhen?

the t r^rn t r rnoq of  snr.  i :  I  qtrrrocl  ou vr 466!e.

\ -L / '_L'ne wna'D

^-^ 
"1 

--^ i  ^  ^ -1- i .^  -ar@LJ Dt5,  dJ, t l I l I8

and where? of

fn c l -ass struggle the what to do, the goal  i tsel f  is  re l_at ively c lear:

a social ist  society wi th c lass di f ferences abol ished- or at  least  very

heavi ly reduced, part icular ly wi th regard to condi t ions of  prod-uct ion

and fevel- of l iving - thereby l iber:ating everybody. trirom a wol stmggle

point  of  v iew this is not seen in terms of  c lasses but rather in terms

of everybody l iv ing a more or less wrong 1i fe,  so the struggle takes

the form of a f ight  against  maldevelopment,  ie.  against  pat terns of

under and overconsumption whether for material and,/or non-material

needs, for  everybod-y.  Thus, both of  them have as a goal  a more harmo-

nious society:  the cfass strug6' le should lead to a society wi thout

cl-asses, the WOL struggle to a sr : iety wi tnout mald,evelopnent,  a society

where nobody is forced into patternsr of u:rd.er and overconsurnption of

one thing or the other.  No d-oubt c lass struggle asks more quest ions

about how goods and services are produced, who d-ecides, what is the

distr ibut ion of  what is prod,uced and the costs and benef i ts of  the

product ion process; WCL struggle asl . -s more what is prod-uced, what

r  q nn-qrrmod r , rhr  f ,  [ inf l  Of l i fe d*, ,* t  k ind of  l i fe does this f"ra to,  and so on. For

that reason there is no di f f icul ty giv ing car icature presentat ions

of each of  them: the c lass struggle people can be seen as people who

do not dispute what is produced- as long as the share in the consumption

and the condi t ions of  product ion is about r lght ;  WOL struggle people

do not care so much about how it is produced, who ornne and d,ecide about

the means of  product ion as long as what is produced and what is con-

sumed are about right from the point oi view of a more desirabl e way

of l i fe.  Both of  them, however,  would reject  -  and r ight ly so -  such

car icature presentat ion:  the c lass struggle people would say that

the s Lruggle against  capi ta l ism also .  pens for the possibi l i ty  of  new

decis ions where product ion is concerned, more for use and fess for

exchange etc. ;  and the WOL struggle pcople would s imi lar ly say that

to set  r ight  what is prod.uced and how i t  is  d istr ibuted a new social
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formal ion is needed- where not only workers but al-so,  indeed, con-

sumers decide over the product ion.

/^ \
l '2  1 I 'hA r^Ihar
\ - / -:-:____::i:l_

From the class struggle point  of  v iew: because there is a major

onomrr-  c.ani  t : l  i  sm(in state ca.ni  taf ist  societ ies th is woufd take theLrrvr l rv

forn of  the state capi ta l is t )  which perpetuates th is pattern of

c lass div is ion becaase i t  d isposes, by v i r tue of  i ts  monopoly over

^n -*^ ' r ' '^r ' i^n ^1r^T I-h^ 
-"rnlrrs n-od rced hw the workers a.nd wi l ll l lgOlID UL IJLUU49 Uf Vai ,  vvsl  UJls ouJ Ir lur  yrv!- tWgu UJ

always try to rnanoer\Te in such a way that the surplus increases (by

kponi  Tts wapnes 
' l  

n ' .  l^" '  jh^F^-- i r -  nrnl ' 'nf  i r l i  * - -  o-  i  \  r - - r  NfOm ther lusyrrrb wat)uu rvw t  uJ l f fv!YaDIl f6 yrvuqw urvl  uJ t  a)LV )u 9r l l r  .  rurq f

WOL struggle point  of  v iew: because there is a najor enemy, technocracy,

, , ;  +h h^+1^ ^^-. i  +-r ;  ^+ -+.  
!^  

- .^ i  intel ' l  i f "enJ,Sia pnmanran*o r f4r-1 .  l^ i i l ]wIUlI  UUUJr U@!f U4frOUt JU@UV @fru l f f  uvf f t t rv l luuru uVlINVlfgl lUD. rr t ! -

olcn narna*.refo theSe condi t ions of  ma. ldewelonment aS thefe is an

^^^. . - -+i  ^ '^  ^!  L;  o"1eSS whi eh wi l .  a l  wa.r is remain -^h+?o^ 
j  

- -1- . ,  
*^ t fue4DDUrrI '  Uf  Uff  Vf  Vrt>rrvuJ r i r r  _ OTWoJD rsrr@rfr  !vr l  uraul t  LUrJ uu

human , t*"""=r"- lo l  tn ich reason technocracy has to be d-estroyed- or

bui l t  down to scale and a" society wi th smal ler  uni ts and high level

of  locaf sef f - ref iance has to emerge. Both of  them wi l l  energet ical ly

ro ianJ- f lea arzinnt ' .nn nrncar*c+iOn fefef fed tO; t l^a r- laSS S:- lor" levulgt / lgulJul4i- t ]

neon' l  e wi l l  sa.w +L^+ . i -  . r^^+-^-- ing ean. i  i r l isrn ne -  -^--r  -  ^etjJsvl l rs wl f  I  ooJ Ul l@ U l l l  UYD UIWJf--O -* f  -  - , -w 6JaID L41i  Uq D

fnr  cnaiotrr .  end *ha \nIOT, ql-nrcsla nannlo r^rnrr- l  d q:rr  r l^ : f  in daqf.r*oo_- oyang

fonhnnnrrnl /  
^na ^nanq 

fnr tho noqqih- i l i f r r  nf :  j lac^_l^co cnnja*
-_ -  - rd,bs-f ,e5s : juu_Le uy.

Both of  them wi l f  see what they suggest not only as a suf f ic ient

nnn,- l - i * inn hrr f  rvLvLL) -* .  *s a necessary condi t ion.

/  - \(  r /  rne wno

Rnfh *rmaq af  q*nrcsl  o r^ i i  I  I  dr :w fhoi  r  qtrnnnrt  f rnm noonl  o hi  t  l r r r  thaDv vrL uJlsr  v i  r  vru66tv y!v j , r !

.a srrocf  nf  soci  otrr  in for : r ts -  q.rd /or  conscious of  t !  p l  t , ,prr  n I  nnnct =-J-- -- --"-elvrng

of sociaf  i l ls .  Thus, the c lass struggle would d-raw upon working cl-ass

elements,  wage-earners in general  and on rrenl ighLened" people f rom the

boargeois ie who wi l l  share wi th the working cfass people in making

tha hnrrrcan' iq q-Hrr lo nf  
' l ' i fo:r i : ' i l :h]  

o to m:nrr  mnro nann' l  o rr l t im:tplrr

fn arror- ,hadrr .  rn i  I r^ I . IAT 
^+-. , - - l  C r^r- i  

- l  
I  d-av,  . t1nrtn nAOnl O r^rhO h:trgu9 uvuL.yuuuJ t  af fu uf  rs vrv!  r  uL466rs wrrr  qraw uyvrI  I rswyrs wffv i i@v

Lasted- and tested the bourgeois way of  l i fe and found i t  want ing:
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l ' . .^-o-\  m' iddl  a el  rqc nonnl  a nrr* ' i  nrr l2Tlrr  lho rrnrrno lnd fha adrra. :*o. l
\UytrEr/  l l l fUUIC Ufarp yevyru,  lar  vLvalalLJ uLLs Jv@16 er lu ulrs uuuv@UVq,

together wi  th ' renf  ightened'r  peop-Le from the working cfass wi l l ing to

share with the bourgeois elements in the search for alternative \,{ays

^e l j ] -^  
-"---  

f766 fha l rnrrroan- i^ ' 'n. '  ^ f  
I ' i f^  m}. ic 

-^ in-F 
minao-L _Lale,  away I_ - . . .  - -**o--*s way oI  la le.  l r rLS lorrrL garrrs ] .n

nersnor: t ivo l ' r r r  a. ' l  so a.skins rrwho are on the other s id-ert  :  most of  the

bourgeois ie in the case of  the c l -ass struggle,  anxious not to lose

their  pr iv i leges in a level l ing out of  mater ia l  stand-ard of  l iv ing

in general .  ln the case of  WOJ, struggle much of  thc working class

r^rho r ,voufd hate to see their  d-ream denigrated, even destroyed before

tha' i  r  orraq i r rq- l - .  rq therr  2ro 2hnrr t  tn l : r r  fhair  h:nr: l  q nn i  I  (znd *1^ara
urLsrL sJsp J4D u ov auv4u urfsfr  r fuf fuo vr l  !  u \ar iu uJrurE

is  no doubt that this is precisely the reason why the bourgeoisie is

start ing d-estroying i ts own style of l i fe -  more or fess a correct

norr:ent. i  on )  _ T'Jre lnneT. c l  a sses wOA]-d be mOf e fh1'oo 
ranar l  h.r  n ' l  s  cc

struggle than by WOL struggle, they have the resources fo escape from

m:nrr of  tho err i lc  of  m:- l  dewelonnant :nr .hru i f  nnf  l - -nm r l -  :nr l  f .herr

might also perceive the WOL srruggle,  in amusement,  as an ef for t  to

copy some of their  own manners,  g i rnmicks and passt ime exercisesrb'r t

at  a considerably lower l -evel-  of  expcnd- i ture.

(4) rhq lrow

Both of  them wif l ,  of  course, carry out their  ideological  jobs in ord-er

to br ing about higher levef of  consciousness format ion,  in themselves

as welf  as in the populat ion at ,  largc 
'wi th 

Lhe whofe populace as possible

proselytes.  Both of  then wi l - l  mobi l : -ze,  arganize.  But when i t  comes

*^ !L^ +. ' -^ ^f  -onfrontat ion made us.e of  and the method , . f  f . i  r "ht  inuv ufrs u.yIJs vr  vuraf  rvr f  ua vrvrr  luauc qr.v u! !u r l rs vrrvu vr  r f  6rru

generaf there are important di f lerences. fn the c l -ass struggle as i t

has developed in the OECD countries the demonstrations and the strike

are standard, but there is an underlying assumption of nationwid_e

sni  idar i  tw- Thc -^ i -^ -L^"-r  i  L ^ lor  : .1 
' l  

-  not  fnr  a l : r t  nf  f .ho uiork ' incnDVIf ,UAIf ,UJ. al lg 64IJID DfIVUAU VY fvr  aLL, rrr  !  _U4 a yaLv vL Urru w

" t"""  
-  

"*  
bet ter  condi t ions for  workers in that  I 'actory,  or  workers

with th is k ind of  special i ty.  I t  shoufd" be for the working cfass as

a ' . rhn' l  e -  n l -horwi se f  he c: .n i  f : l  i  s tS Wouf d be abl-e *a r l  
' r r  ^ha 

.vAus woulu De d,u, l_e 
- , ,_ o__up

nmoincf  +h^ 
^+h^- 

f rom^-]- ; r -  +ha r^rar l<inc nleqq *L-^- .ml^ cancro*aSa.I l l : j  u LJLe O ul lef  ,  - t I 'a8l l len t l lLg I - - -  , , -  - - - - - ,o t  JI I  OUBJI : je lJ i l - I ' i l ,  ue

deafs,  and so on. in the WCL strrrggle an inportant nethod is of  course

afso the demonstrat ion,  but then there is the posi t ive nega.t ion,  the
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concrete utopia,  the future now, to gain expe- ' ience and show con-

cretely what the goal is. 1,1here class struggle would be waged- with

a v iew to nat ional  working class controf  and nat ional  sofut ions,

^^+ -^;--  -1-^- i ' rnnrtr-r  i -  nna' t r ranCh befOre al l  Can jOin,  bhe WOLf  rv u 6vf  116 orrvau J v9arrJ ! l  L vt lg L

Sf rrrrnC"l  e i ror t l  d l^a mmhl j  
-m --oni  

sel  t r  nn l :ho f  oanf al  amant vrar} iv v!  ubbf v wvurv Je 3i i , l i lurJ-r l8 pl 'ecr---J , ,  
- - ._*ng

for  peoplers focal  controf  at  the micro and meso 1evels -  at  the

level  of  the smalf  conmurres and the municipal i t ies.  The class struggle

neonl e wnrr l  d onl  r r  rea. l  i  r . r .  a n:11 Of thei f  tOtal  r rarm hrr l  l r - -  ;O dOu!9al ! 'U'J

that on a nation\^rid.e basis: the WOi strtggle people v/ould Tealize

l ,he to la l  dre: .m- fha-- , . rnrr l ' l  nrcnl , - i  se nr: .x. i  s n6ur.  and nOt Wait  fOr.

nat ional  solut ions.  In convent ionaf pol i t ical  science terms: the

^ ' i -cc cfr-rrmmlo nennle wnrr ld hp his l t  an dnmrin JrrrJ: ' lnr^r  nn qn^na.wraoD D ur u66rv I rYvI / ts wv4!u us r . -  -*  u f  vw urr  uuv}Js,

+r^^ r . r r l r  ^L-. . - - l r  nannl-  , . .^ , , ' l i  l - ,a hir"h on seone bUt fOW On dof1ain.uIrY vvv!  D v!q66f g 
IJgwIJrg wwu!u vY -16r-  \ / rL uuv!u L

r+ . i^  _^+,._ ' t ' t__ ;__- l i^ ;+ ;_ -- t^_r r^raI  i  tSt  Sa.4:  the Cl1.S.:  : t - t t_ql  eI  U !D 6U UU4r r .y I ITTIJMT U l l l  wl la U 
^o' '  

<J ] '  v  va- a

nonnl o urrnl :  l - .o dn - i  l :  orrorrn^rhoro nnqq i  h l  ' r  h. .  h i  ++i  nc f  i  nql-  :  r  fh__! u u!r !o _. .e
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people want to d.o i t  where i t  is  pruct icable,  at  a pface vrhere there

is space, where erper inents can be carr ied out,  even to some extent
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space they then l-ose in t ime: there is the assurpt ion that one has to
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to become suff ic ient ly ntature.  And the'  opposi te can be said about

the WOT, s l ,n:o."" ]  e nennlc:  l rhat  tho.r  I ' rsn 'n qneno thew e"ain in +. ime:
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the t i rne for  act i -on is now, No d.oubt,  in al l  of  th is one can hear the

shadows of  the "debate" between TYarx,  - ropresent ing the cfass struggle
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boih referr inr"  t .o Lhemsefves as social isLs -  the former aimins for*. -_ '_-_ 'o _

total  controf of  structural-  and resource polrer in society,  the lat ter
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I t  makes l i t t le sense to discuss a strategy without afso

discussing the obvious counter-strategles -  not onl-y who is on the

n*hor q. ido l . r r r f  L^. '  , ,1.^6 r^n . .1 '^ra thorr  r^rnr i - ld t r . .  +^ mri  n*nih +l . i
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strengthening their own situation (lut for this they have to be

l i t t le c lever) .

Thus, i f  the c lass struggle takes a revofut ionary form

the obvious counter-strateg:,r l,rould- bc L,o keep a low horizon and sirnply

in- i  n *ho rorrnlrr* ' i  nner.r  nqrfrr  hnnina fnr arran lznnr-r ino fhcf  c f*
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the revolut ion there wi l l  s t i l l  be a c lass society al though perhaps

of a s l ight ly d- i f ferent k ind and then try ing to dig out a niche in
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